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FROM TEAM WJI DESK.......

It is painful to say that our tribe has gone astray. Media has forgotten its primary role of,
besides updating the people's information about the current affairs worldwide, forming their
opinion on national affairs. In other words it strengthens the nation's thinking process and
helps them make an opinion on vital issues.

It is appropriate to mention here that the Chairman of the US Federal Communication
Commission, Mr. Newton Minow, had told the National Association of Broadcasters in 1961
that TV programmes were a 'vast wasteland'. The NAB had in its defence argued that 'they
serve what interests the public' which Mr. Minow had rejected declaring that they should be
guardians of 'public interest’ which means 'what is in the interest of the public' and not
'what interests the public'. It, in other words, meant that they were serving some other
interests instead of public interest.

It has also been noted that journalists organizations have been invaded by persons sans
bona fide credentials who only disturb the social fabric. In many cases inroads in the
journalists world were provided by some genuine professionals in personal interests. Just like
Babylonian morals the journalists also these days have got 'Murdochian values' as a result of
which average man has started disliking the Media.

But as responsible journalists our job is different and very clear. We are nation-builders. We
must better be united together by enduring common interests. Our unity is vital for our
security -- today and tomorrow. Our solidarity is our surest safeguard.

We therefore forged a new united front comprising some very responsible and dedicated
journalists, both old and young, named Working Journalists of India. We have cast a new role
for ourselves in the Fourth Estate. Our union is not simply a constitutional and legal artifact
but a union of people, affections and loyalties. It is characterized by sharing together the
challenges which all bona fide journalists face, and pooling the resources we have to tackle
them. Our existence rests on some very simple but very powerful principles: solidarity, Unity
and family and collective achievement. Ours is not a fair-weather friendship but a true and
enduring Union.

With hopes for 'the best yet to be
(Narender Bhandart)

J}"‘;J"’ m Anoop Choudhary

Narender Bhandari (National President )
(National Gen. Sect.)
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Memorandum

To

Shri Santosh Gangawar

Honourable Union Minister for Labour and
Employment

Shram Shakti Bhavan, New Delhi

Sir,

The Joint Platform of Working journalists
comprising among others the National Union of
Journalists (India), Delhi Journalists
Association and Working Journalists of India
today met in Delhi to discuss the issues arising
out of the government’s proposal to merge the
Working Journalists and Other Newspapers
Employees (Conditions of Service) and
Miscellaneous Provision Act, 1955 and the
Working Journalists (Fixation of Rates of
Wages) Act, 1958 in the new Labour Codes.

While agreeing that labour reforms were
the need of the hour, they felt that the job
security and welfare provisions enshrined in
the earlier legislations pertaining to working
journalists should specifically be included in

—_—

are S i fsa (WJ1)
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24072020 10 30.07.2020

the New Labour Code to preserve and protect
the independence of the media.

The trade union representatives urged the
Government of India to ensure that media
being fourth estate of democracy, the interests
and existing rights of working journalists are
not compromised with. The government should
also ensure that the provisions are complied
with by the managements in letter and spirit
even as steps are taken to strengthen media
houses.

Contract employment, retrenchment,
absence of gratuity, pension, regular working
hours and medical facilities have become a way
of life for media persons in the country, who
are expected to be the custodians of
constitutional rights. It is, therefore,
imperative that provisions are made in the
proposed labour code to ensure a dignified life
for media persons so as to freely and fairly
discharge their responsibility to the society
and the nation.

The meeting appeal to the government of

India to protect the existing privileges and
rectification of the shortcomings, if any.

The provisions of retrenchment notice pay
as a minimum of six months for all categories
of journalists. Applicability of EPF Act,
eligibility of gratuity to three years of service,
maximum six hours working hours, broad
definition of wages and the system of tripartite
wage boards in the existing law related to
working journalists should be retained as such
in the new Codes. At the same time, provisions
such as ESI, higher penalty for non-
implementationandinclusionof new categories
of jobs in media sector such as electronic and
digital should be incorporated in the new
labour codes. Also aforementioned benefits
should be extended to all the non-journalist
employees of media organisations.

Working Journalists of India
National Union of Journalists (India)
Delhi Journalists Association
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